
 Sunday Schedule: 

Fellowship Coffee  9:30 am 

Bible Study      9:45 am 

Worship Service  11:00 am 

Wednesday Schedule: 

Prayer & Devotion  6:30 pm 

Choir Practice     7:15 pm 

Church Office Hours: 

Monday - Thursday  

9 am - 2 pm 

Closed Friday 
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Here it is, nothing special, just my first newsletter  
article as your Interim Pastor.  Quite appropriately, it is 
Thanksgiving week. I have always believed that a “Spirit 
of Thanks” is one that a person of faith should strive to 
live by at all times. So, in that vein, allow me to offer 
my thanks to you, the Swift Creek Baptist Church family 
of faith, my deepest gratitude for the privilege of  
serving you as Pastor during the interim.  This is an  
Important time for all of us. I hope that my presence 
will be a positive one for you and God’s work in this 
place.  
 
As everyone knows, since this is Thanksgiving week, 
Christmas is just around the corner. I have always 
thought that it is interesting that two of our most 
“relational” holidays are so close together. If  
Thanksgiving is a celebration of family relationships, 
Christmas is a celebration of our spiritual relationship 
with God. Both celebrate the gifts that God gives to us 
so lovingly. In both cases God smiles upon us and  
blesses us for the purpose of blessing others. The 
greatest gift from God is the “Word made Flesh.” It has 
meaning and value for us as we strive to live together. 
 
Over the next several weeks it is my desire to assist you 
in the challenge of determining the direction of your 
church as you search for the next person who will help 
guide you on the Kingdom journey. The Christian life is 

about relationships. Relationships with each other and 
of course a relationship with God. Communion with 
God transforms us into more compassionate beings. 
While relationships with one another makes us strong 
to withstand the negative forces that seek to do us 
harm. The God of love and justice is the God of  
relationship and transformation. ... The Christian life is 
not about believing or doing what we need to believe 
or do so that we can be saved. Rather, it's about seeing 
what is already true -- that God loves us already -- and 
then beginning to live in this relationship. It is about 
becoming conscious of and intentional about a  
deepening relationship with God.   
 
This is my prayer and hope for you as we grow to know 
each other and serve God together in this place. May 
God bless our efforts, and smile upon us uniting us in 
service and in love.   
 
Happy Thanksgiving, and Merry Christmas!    
 
 

Jeff 
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The Deacons and Rev. Jeff Clark met on November 8 
and family concerns and were discussed. 
**Jennie Jones was in attendance with update report 
from the Pastor Search Committee.  She presented a 
timeline for the committee’s plans for the month of  
November.  The committee will be using two surveys to 
collect information regarding church demographics and 
to assist in developing a pastor profile. She asked the 
Deacons to assist with distribution of the demographic 
surveys.  Her committee is requesting both surveys be 
turned in by November 25. 
The committee is dedicated and working diligently on 
our behalf and we are grateful.  
**Holly Lee reported Yates Mill Elementary School has 
at least 25 families who could use our help with provid-
ing food for the holidays.  The committee agreed to use 
the remaining approved money from the Food Pantry 
Fund to assist these families.  Bobby Mills will be  
purchasing the food items and the youth will help with 
assembling the bags.  Bags will be delivered to the 
school prior to the Thanksgiving and Christmas breaks.  

**The Shopping Spree and Bake Sale held November 
was a success.  It was decided to proceed with the 
Spree in November 2019, if Robin Atkins is willing to 
take the lead as she has in the past.  She will be  
contacted to see if she is willing to do so. 
**Picture of David Vess is in the process of being 
framed and will be placed with the display of former 
pastors upon its completion. 
**Rev. Clark states he is pleased to be serving as our 
interim pastor.  He will give Debra a schedule of his 
offices hours through December, so they can be posted. 
He asked to be informed if anyone needs a pastoral  
visit at home or the hospital. 
** There will be bible study on Wednesday,  
Thanksgiving Eve, November 21st, and Wednesday,  
January 2, 2019.  There will be NO service on  
Wednesday, December 26, 2018. 
 

 

 

Online giving available at 

www.swiftcreekchurch.com 

 

 

Fellowship Coffee 
    Schedule 2019  

December 2018 Disciples Tony Lineback 

January Journeymen  

February Shepherd's Flock Lynne Cullins 

March Busy Bees Steve Cox 

April Disciples Tony Lineback 

May Journeymen  

June Shepherd's Flock Lynne Cullins 

July Busy Bees Steve Cox 

August Disciples Tony Lineback 

September Journeymen  

October Shepherd's Flock Lynne Cullins 

November Busy Bees Steve Cox 

December 2019 Disciples Tony Lineback 

NOVEMBER DEACON UPDATE 

UPDATED MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORIES ARE AVAILABLE 
If you need an updated Membership Directory, you can 
stop by the church office to get one. Or you can call the 
office at 919.851.0112, or send an email to 
office@swiftcreekchurch.com to ask for one to be left for 
you to pick up on a Wednesday evening.  

Do you know kids who would like to attend a Bible Club? 
Good News Club is a ministry of Child Evangelism  
Fellowship, offering an exciting Bible Club for all children 
ages 5-12.  The Club includes songs, games, memory  
verses, Bible lessons and missionary stories. For more  
information, contact Laura Gunn at lgunncm@yahoo.com 
You can attend Good News Club at Oak Grove  
Elementary School, Swift Creek Elementary, Aversboro 
Road Elementary, or Herbert Akins Elementary. 

mailto:lgunncm@yahoo.com
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Average Attendance & Giving 

October 28 - November 18 
 

Bible Study Attendance 49 
Worship Service   94 
Tithes and offerings                $4,370 
 
2018 Weekly Budget Need    $4,290 
 

  

Additional Gifts Received in November 
  

11/3 Christmas Shopping Spree  
Table Rental & Hotdogs  $546.00 
(for Children & Youth) 
WOM Bake Sale  $473.50 
 

11/14 Benefit Meal 
General Budget  $251.00 
 
11/18 BBQ $1,174.00 

Funds will go toward Summer Camp and Disaster Relief  
 

Thank you for your gifts! 
Online giving available at 

www.swiftcreekchurch.com 

 

Nursery Schedule 
 

Dec   2 -  Sasha Flaten, LaRue Holmes 
Dec   9 -  Dorothy Smith, Tiffany Arnett 
Dec 16 -  Lorraine Norton, Janet Yunker 
Dec 23 -  Sharon Lawrence, Margie Britt 
Dec 30 -  Dianne Davis, Joyce Powell 

~ D e c e m b e r  a t  a  G l a n c e  ~ 
  2 -  A d v e n t  W e e k  1  

   M e n ’ s  B r e a k f a s t          8 : 3 0  a m   

  4 -  D e a c o n s  M e e t i n g         6 : 3 0  p m  

  8 -  B r e a k f a s t  w i t h  S a n t a     1 0 : 0 0  a m  

1 0 -  F i n a n c e  M e e t i n g         6 : 3 0  p m    

1 4 -  C h i l d r e n  &  Y o u t h  P a r t y     6 : 3 0  p m  

1 6 -  C h r i s t m a s  C a n t a t a        6 : 3 0  p m                

      ( R e c ep t i o n  t o  f o l l o w )  

1 9 -  C A R E                1 0 : 0 0  a m  

2 4 -  C h r i s t m a s  E v e  S e r v i c e     6 : 0 0  p m  

2 5 -  M e r r y  C h r i s t m a s  

2 6 -  N o  W e d n e s d a y  A c t i v i t i e s  

3 0 -  T h e  L o r d ’ s  S u p p e r  

 

This is truly a special time of the 
year.  Last month we took time 
to be thankful for the greatness 
of our Savior and Lord.  Several 
members gave of their time to 
give others something for which 
to be thankful. Several members  
volunteered at With Love from 
Jesus, the Operation Christmas 
Child Shoebox Collection, and at 
the Baptist Children's Home in 
Kinston.  
 
I am thankful for the witness 
these ladies made and for the 
love of Jesus that was in their gift 
of time.  I pray that our witness 
will continue in December and in 
the months and years to come.  I 
also pray that we will be able to 
show Jesus in whatever we do 
this month whether it is at the 
grocery store, a restaurant or in 
church.  

The world is hurting and we can 
ease those hurts if we will stop 
and think before we act or speak 
wherever we are.  Join me in 
praying for those in need,  
especially our church as we  
continue through the process of 
finding a pastor.  Please also pray 
for those on our prayer list.  We 
may not know the results of our 
prayers, but we can trust that 
our Lord hears these prayers.   
On behalf of Women On Mission, 
I wish everyone at Swift Creek 
Baptist Church Merry Christmas 
and blessings in the New Year. 
 
With love to all,  
 
Lynne Cullins 
 

 Music Ministry News   
The coming Christmas season is one of the busiest for Swift Creek’s 
music program. The celebration of Christ’s birth gives us ample reason 
to sing for joy!   

Mark your calendars for Sunday, December 
16th, at 6:30 pm, when the Swift Creek Choir 
will perform Canticles in Candlelight, a  
beautiful cantata by Joseph M. Martin  
celebrating the coming of our Savior:   “The 

people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in 
the land of the shadow of death, a light has dawned” (Isaiah 9:2). 
—A reception will follow the performance. 
 
Our annual Christmas Eve service will take place on Monday,  
December 24th, at 6:00 pm and will feature Nick Williams on  
saxophone as well as solos by Lynne Cullins and Row Rantanen. The 
children and youth will sing carols in the morning service on December 
16th, and various other soloists will participate in services throughout 
the month of December. I hope you will all join us for worship during 
the Advent and Christmas season! 
 
Join the Hills family and Lynne Cullins along with members of various 
local church choirs for a very special performance of Pepper Choplin’s 
cantata Christmas Presence on Sunday, December 9th, at 7pm. The  
collaborative performance, led by Choplin himself, will take place at 
Meymandi Concert Hall at the Duke Energy Center in Raleigh. Tickets 
are $10 each. Please see Lynne Cullins about getting tickets. 

Women On Mission 



Church Staf f :  
 
Jeff Clark, 

Interim Pastor 
 
Holly Lee, 

Minister of Children  

& Youth 
 
Heather Hills,  

Minister of Music 
 
 
Debra Vick, 

Church Secretary 
 
Susan Moore,  

Financial Secretary 
 
Bobby Mills,  

Grounds Maintenance 
 
Eloise Garland,  

Custodian 

Swift Creek Baptist Church  

9300 Penny Road 

Raleigh, NC 27606 
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Christmas Shopping Spree 
 

Children and Youth Ministry News 
This is my most favorite time of the year! It is filled with so much excitement and joy.  

 Imagine the wonder in a child’s eye as they sit on    

Christmas Eve and listen to their parents read from the book 

of Isaiah. The tender joy of snuggling a small one on our lap 

or tucking him or her into bed with an adventure-come-to-

life from the pages of a colorfully illustrated children’s Bible.  

 Imagine a family thousands of years ago sitting and   

wondering when the miraculous birth of Jesus would take 

place. Children thousands of years ago anticipating Jesus’ 

birth. A child up all night, losing sleep, so excited wondering 

if this will be the night. What if we anticipated Jesus’ birth 

with the excitement of a child? Just because Jesus has       

already come doesn’t mean we shouldn’t be filled with     

anticipation each and every day. Jesus is the gift that keeps 

on giving! Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, unless you change and 

become like little children, you will never enter the Kingdom 

of Heaven.” Matthew 18:3 

 This Christmas, take time to look at the twinkling lights of 

the trees. We don’t know exactly when Christ was born but 

we do know that God commanded us to celebrate! Sit back 

and imagine what Mary must have felt that very first     

Christmas Eve. Enjoy the laughter and excitement of children 

as they anticipate each and every new and exciting moment. 

Talk to them about Christmas and why we celebrate. Help 

them unwrap the greatest gift of all - Jesus! Share with them 

how God gave them the greatest gift they could ever receive 

— Jesus! The gift they have been given this year is greater 

than any gift and is far more valuable.   

We invite your family to join us! 
December 8th—Breakfast with  Santa 10:00-11:30 am.  Children of 
all ages welcome!  Located in the Fellowship Hall.  Children and     
families will enjoy a continental breakfast, birthday party for Jesus, 
meet and greet with Santa and a photo op.  Parents be sure to bring 
your cameras! 
 
December 14th—Youth and Children Christmas Party 6:30pm.  
Please email me at youth@swiftcreekchurch.com for more  
information.  We will be  packing “Blessing Bags” for families who 
are currently in the WakeMed Neonatal Intensive Care Unit during 
the Christmas season.  We need donations: warm fuzzy socks, filling 
snacks, journals, pens, dry shampoo, chapstick, toothpaste, tooth-
brush, lotion, gum, encouraging poem, reusable water/coffee cup. 
 
December 16th—Children and youth will sing Christmas songs  
during worship service.  Please come out and show your support.    
 
 
Merry Christmas! 
   
Holly Lee,  Minister of Children and Youth  


