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Nehemiah’s Prayer

1 The words of Nehemiah son of Hakaliah:

In the month of Kislev in the twentieth year,
while | was in the citadel of Susa, 2Hanani, one
of my brothers, came from Judah with some
other men, and | questioned them about the
Jewish remnant that had survived the exile, and
also about Jerusalem.

3They said to me, “Those who survived the exile
and are back in the province are in great trou-
ble and disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem is bro-
ken down, and its gates have been burned with
fire.”

*When | heard these things, | sat down and
wept. For some days | mourned and fasted and
prayed before the God of heaven.

Nehemiah 1: 1-4

When I reflect on the challenges of Nehemiah I am often
reminded of the challenges we have faced as a society
when it comes to the COVID Pandemic of 2020- to the
present. Specifically; when it involves the “Church”. No
one has a play book written for COVID -19 and how we
should conduct ministries. This has definitely been a
“learn-as-you-go experience”. Still, we have faced the
challenges and we are succeeding in our ministries as a
church family. It may not look normal; but then again
what is normal?

Now we as a body of believers face a new challenge;
how do we move forward to ensure that the Gospel is
being taught? As you know we are looking to reopen
Sunday School after being shut down for a year. I want

us all to reflect on Nehemiah and his challenges as to
how he handled the crisis of his time period.

First, Nehemiah prayed. This prayer was an honest cry
to God. He acknowledged the guilt and failures for all of
Israel and Nehemiah wept. Nehemiah cried out to God
and humbled himself before the Lord. Let’s all be like
Nehemiah and humble ourselves before the Lord and
pray...Let’s all pray that we can come together with
solutions to reopen our doors to Sunday School...If
Nehemiah can rebuild the Jerusalem wall; we as a
Church Family can reopen Sunday school.

Second, Nehemiah called the leaders of the people
together and shared his vision (2:17). He clearly states

the problem (trouble and disgrace) and points to a clear
solution (rebuild the walls). As your Pastor, I am calling
on you all to share your ideas on how to reopen Sunday
School. This is wonderful challenge to have before us.
Let’s rise together above our fears and find responsible
and safe solutions on how we are going to teach the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Third, chapter three in the Book of Nehemiah describes
the workforce. All the workers took their places along
the wall, spurred on by the vision, and began to rebuild. I
think it is amazing that the workers are named along
with where they worked. God loves the details and we
have a part to play! It’s called Team Work because we
are the hands and feet of Christ that makes the hopes and
dreams of Swift Creek Baptist Church work.

(continuec
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Nehemiah kept the people focused on the work even in
the face the opposition. Nehemiah didn’t let the work go
undone as he countered the threat. This lesson tells us
not to let up in the face of opposition. We are facing
opposition in the form of a virus. Yet, we need to stay
focused on God’s work and at the same time not letting
our guard down. We have opened our doors to Sunday
worship and Wednesday night Bible Studies...This tells
me that if we focus together while maintaining safety
standards; we can together reopen Sunday School.
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What lessons have touched your life from the Book of
Nehemiah? It’s our turn to come together and reopen
Sunday School. When we pray, share one vision, come
together as a team, and we remain focused; we will
experience the fullness and the power of Jesus Christ.
I love you all and I am ready to go to work and reopen
Sunday School.

Your Servant in Christ,

Pastor Jason C. Dunham

WOMEN ON MISSION

Women on Mission would like to thank you for the
donations made to the Heck-Jones offering this month.
This offering stays in North Carolina and funds mission
opportunities sponsored by WMU (Women’s Missionary
Union) of North Carolina. Our goal this year was
$500.00 and we have collected $170.00 at this time.

Our focus in March will be the Annie Armstrong Easter

Offering, with a church goal of $2,000. Please pray for
our missionaries here in the United States and North
America. March 7-14 is a week of prayer for these
missionaries. There will be a prayer guide and offering
envelopes available and there is a designated envelope in
your offering envelopes box. Please continue to pray for
the missionaries and their families and the people they
are serving.
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In His Service,
Robin Atkins
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COMMITTEE REPORTS

In lieu of the Quarterly Church Conference, committee reports have been compiled for the newsletter from the
committees that submitted a report. As previously stated, there will be no order of business needing a vote. This
process is to keep everyone updated and informed. Budget and Treasurer’s report is attached (for members and
regular attenders only).

Hospitality: No activity due to Covid concerns

Nursery Committee Report: Nursery is being provided for Sunday Worship service. Covid guidelines are being
followed. We are having an average of 3 children each week, a blessing for us as well as the children. Thanks to all
the volunteers that have been so willing to help out.

WOM: Heck-Jones offering Goal $500.00 and offering received to date is $170.00
Annie Armstrong Goal = $2,000

Minister/ Director of Children & Youth:

On October 15, 2020, Pastor Jason met with the Personnel Committee to discuss the vacant position of Minister/
Director of Children & Youth. After discussion, the committee agreed to recommend to the Deacons the need to
move forward and fill the position. Charles Livengood and Dianne Davis presented this recommendation to the Dea-
cons. On October 29, 2020, at a called meeting, the recommendation was presented and discussed by the Deacons.
The group was in agreement and a list of church members was compiled and contacted regarding serving on a search
committee. Joanne King, Lindy Dunham and Dianne Davis agreed to serve on the committee.

January 5, 2021, the committee met and reviewed the job description. The position was posted. The committee is
currently reviewing resumes. Please keep the committee in your prayers as they begin their mission to find the person
God is leading to our church.

Senior Saints: No activity due to Covid concerns. March Senior Rally has been canceled due to Covid concerns.
No planned events at this time
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. Sharon Lawrence, Dianne Davis
March 6 Kyle Lineback d d
March 15 Susan Mulvihill March 21 Wednesday

March 17 Donna Lineback
March 19 Sherman Gibbons
March 20 Eloise Garland
March 26 Loretta Davis
March 28 Haley Lineback
March 31 Shirley Sorrell

) HAPPY

‘ANNIVERSARY

March 3
Will & Lynne Cullins

March 5

Steve & Jeannette Cox

LaRue Holmes, Sasha Flaten Join us at 6:00 pm on Wednesday

March 28 nights for a time of bible study and

Sandi Schneider, Lindy Dunham prayer.

2 Deacons Meeting 6:30 pm
7 Brotherhood Breakfast 8:45 am
o 8 Finance Meeting 6:30 pm
¢\ e 14 Deadline for Easter Lily orders
N R A
¥ 7 %ﬁ 18 WOM 10:30 am
““c"ul_’. ]
24 CARE 9:30 am

Brotherhood Breakfi;;t
Sunday, March 7th
at 8:45 am.

Tithes and Offerings
January 31, -

February 21, 2021
January 31 $2,980
February 7 $6,615
February 14 $2,178
February 21 $2,640

Thank you for your gifts

and continued support.

| tHasted LiilyuQudder Form
4 Easter Sunday, April 4 ,2021

form for Easter Lilies to be placed in the sanctuary in
Honor or in Memory of loved ones. Make checks
payable to Swift Creek Baptist Church in the amount
of $12.75 each. Write“ E a s t e in thelmenio yeétion of the check and
attach it to the order form. You can place completed form it in the offering
plate, mail to the church office or drop off at the church office. Deadline
for orders is March 14, 2021

In Memory of
By

In Honor of
By

Total number of Lilies being ordered:
Total amount paid:
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Jason Dunham,
Senior Pastor
pastor@swiftcreekchurch.com

Jae Kim,
Interim Music Director

Susan Moore,
Financial Secretary

Debra Vick,
Ministry Assistant
office@swiftcreekchurch.com

Church Office
919.851.0112

We will continue to have one service each Sunday at 10:00 am
Wednesday night bible study at 6:00 pm and Sunday School
= will be coming soon. We will keep you informed of Sunday
w School details. Please continue to adhere to all of the Covid-
19 safety guidelines that have been established.
If the seating limit is exceeded, overflow seating will be in the choir
room. As a reminder, we ask that you follow the blue arrows and enter
only at the main entrance and exit only at the side doors.

Flower Committee Contact
March - Sue Mulvihill

April - LaRue Holmes

Visit our website
swiftcreekchurch.com

Sermons Online
https://scbc-2.faithlifesites.com

Find uson
Facebook

Swift Creek Baptist Church

9300 Penny Road
Raleigh, NC 27606

Updated membership directories are available at the
church office. If you need a copy, please call the
office. You can pick up your copy or it can be
mailed to you. If there are any changes to your
information, please call the church office.
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